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to various expedients. First they imposed a tax on sales, which the
people nicknamed the maltite (unjust exaction) and met by riots.
Next they debased the coinage, expelled the Jews from the king-
dom and seized their fortunes, obtained the suppression of the
Order of Knights Templars and confiscated their domains and
treasure, demanded a subsidy from the clergy and an 'aid3 from
the laity, called out the middle-class militia and made them pay
to be exempted from service, demanded of the king's subjects
first part of their income and next part of their capital. These
exactions were declared to be provisional and due to the exigencies
of the war, and it was promised that they should end with it.
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When the war started again under Philip VI, the same ex-
pedients were revived, and this time continued so long that they
became permanent. But in order to make his subjects accept a
practice which was in flagrant opposition to the custom of the
land, the king adopted the habit of consulting an assembly of his
most prominent subjects. Philip the Fair's counsellors had already
set the example of summoning an assembly, but only in order to
add extra solemnity to a decision arrived at by the king with
regard to some exceptional business - for instance, in 1302 during
the dispute with the pope on the subject of taxing the clergy, or
in 1308 in connection with the sentence passed on the Knights
Templars. The king issued his summons to three classes of
notables: the prelates, as heads of the clergy, the feudal lords, as
representatives of the nobility, and the burgesses, represented by
two procurators (procureurs) for each town. These were known as
the 'three Estates' or 'three orders' - the words 'Estate' and 'order'
signifying 'class' or 'social status'.

It was to these assemblies of Estates - that is, of the upper
classes of society - that the king turned to ask for money. The
assembly of 1308 had brought together the notables of almost the
whole of the royal domain, but the king preferred to summon the
Estates of only part of his domain at a time; the Estates of Langue-
doc were always summoned separately. The independent princes
followed the king's example and summoned assemblies of Estates
for their own province. Thus there grew up the institution of the